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November action checklist

We need to urgently put pressure on our MEPs to 
vote against CETA in February

 • Write to your MEP using our e-action 

 • Spread the word: please encourage others 
to take the e-action, or order some action 
postcards from our office and share with others 

 • Come to the ‘Meet your MEP’ session with Labour 
MEP Catherine Stihler at the European Parliament 
office in Edinburgh and ask her about CETA. Click 
here to book tickets here

Important dates
5-6 Dec: TISA negotiations

5 Dec: European parliament trade committee vote 
on CETA

14 Feb: All MEPs debate and vote on CETA at a full 
plenary meeting of the European parliament

Dec 2015/Jan 2016:  MEPs  vote on whether to pass 
CETA or not. If they vote yes, then CETA will begin to 
be implemented, while also starting its ratification 
process through member states’ national and 
regional parliaments.

Trade deals negotiating process

CETA signing ceremony goes ahead, but 
CETA implementation still in doubt
At the end of October it looked like we were 
watching the death of CETA when the parliament 
of Wallonia, the French-speaking region of Belgium, 
blocked the Belgian government from agreeing 
to CETA at the European Council meeting (the 
body of the EU which is direct representatives of 
EU national governments). It was able to do so 
because of Belgium’s federal system and was 
motivated to do so because Wallonia has clearly 
lost out to globalisation over the last few decades, 

and the governing Socialist party (the Belgian 
equivalent of Labour) has understood that the 
political mood there is against another free trade 
deal. Eighteen months of hearings, and an impact 
assessment measuring how it would impact on 
this particular region of Belgium, had led the 
parliament to a declaration opposing many of the 
key aspects of CETA.

However, after holding out for a week and ruining 
the official timeline for the European Council to 
agree CETA, Wallonia finally agreed to lift their 
block. In doing so, however, they extracted a 
document from the Belgian government and 
European Commission which included an 
undertaking to ask the European Court of Justice 
to rule on the legality of the corporate court system 
(the investor court system or ICS) within CETA.
The document also promises that Wallonia will be 
able to stop the ratification of CETA when they 
get a formal vote on it. Unless there are substantial 
changes, we hope that they – and maybe other 
parliaments – will use that veto.

CETA: next steps
Last Sunday, there was a rushed signing ceremony 
for CETA by the European Commission President 
Jean-Claude Junker and Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau. Although this was largely 
ceremonial, it does mean that from now on, the 
text of the 1,600 page long trade deal cannot 
change.

The next stop for CETA will be the European 
parliament where, last we heard, the vote had 
been brought forward to December this year or 
early next year. It’s really important now more than 
ever that we continue to find ways to put pressure 
our MEPs to vote against CETA in the European 
parliament.

If the European parliament does vote to ratify CETA, 
the deal will then be ‘provisionally implemented’. 
This means that the parts of the deal that are 
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deemed to affect European law and not national 
law will be implemented, most likely in early 2017. 
The corporate courts will not be provisionally 
ratified, but it seems likely that most of the rest 
of the trade deal will. After that, the deal will be 
sent to national and regional parliaments of the 
member states around the EU for ratification. 
Thanks to the recent ruling of the German 
constitutional court, it is clear that this round of 
ratification can still kill the deal in its entirety.

In order to enter fully into force, CETA must still clear 
some 38 national and regional parliaments in the 
EU in the coming years. 

Read the translation of the Belgian government 
declaration that unblocked the CETA deal here.  

Read Nick Dearden’s article in the Independent 
about CETA the ticking time bomb here 

TISA negotiations

The 5-6 December negotiations on TISA are still 
billed as the final round of negotiations for this 
most secret of trade deals. At the moment EU 
negotiators are saying that TISA will be a ‘mixed 
agreement’ which means that, in the same way 
as CETA, it will have to be signed off by all the EU 
national and regional parliaments as well as the 
European parliament.

European parliament
The trade committee will discuss CETA at their 
next meeting on the 9 November. According to 
the website, the committee will vote on CETA on 
December 5. Then in February, all MEPs will have 
their last opportunity to stop CETA when they vote 
on whether to ratify the deal or not.

Westminster parliament

Liam Fox forced to apologise for not 
debating CETA
Liam Fox MP, Secretary of State for International 
Trade, appeared before the European Scrutiny 
Committee at the end of October to discuss why 
the UK government did not give MPs the chance 
to debate CETA before the Council expected to 
agree its implementation.  

During the grilling Liam Fox said that he overrode 
parliamentary scrutiny on CETA in order to support 
it in Brussels and apologised for that, but said that 
it was necessary so that it didn’t appear that the 
UK was blocking the trade deal and potentially 
jeopardizing trade deals with the EU and Canada 

after Brexit. Geraint Davies MP accused Fox of 
ignoring two separate requests by parliament, the 
first made 12 months ago, to have a debate on this 
issue.

While Fox said in the cross-examination that 
the UK parliament would eventually be able to 
scrutinize the trade deal, critics have argued that 
parts of the deal that come under ‘provisional 
implementation’ would still come into force 
regardless of national parliamentary scrutiny.

The Committee went on to recommend that 
there be a debate on CETA in the parliament, as 
soon as possible, before the deal is provisionally 
implemented. Read about and watch Liam Fox 
give evidence here. 

Parliamentary scrutiny of trade deals
SNP MP Patrick Grady has put down an Early Day 
Motion calling for better parliamentary scrutiny of 
trade deals, and an investigation into the use of 
ISDS (corporate courts) in current and future trade 
deals between the UK and other countries. This is 
something to persuade MPs to sign. View the EDM 
here.

Scottish parliament

CETA amendment to debate passed at the 
Scottish parliament
Green MSP Mark Ruskell lodged an amendment 
to the Scottish government debate on Brexit and 
the environment calling on the UK government to 
address concerns raised in Scotland about CETA. 
Although it was only a small part of a much wider 
debate, a couple of Labour MSPs and a Liberal 
Democrat MSP spoke in opposition to CETA, as well 
as Green MSPs Mark Ruskell and Ross Greer. The 
CETA amendment was passed by 83 votes to 31.

Activism

Targeting MEPs
With the vote at the European parliament the 
next step for CETA, we really need to be putting 
pressure on our MEPs to vote against CETA. It’s still 
not completely clear how the Scottish MEPs will 
vote. Labour MEP David Martin looks likely to vote 
for CETA, and as the Socialist and Democrat group 
representative on the European parliament trade 
committee, he will influence both Catherine Stihler 
MEP and the European Socialist and Democrat 
group. SNP MEP Alyn Smith has spoken out about 
TTIP and CETA, but has never committed to vote 
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against the trade deal. Please write to your MEP, 
using the e-action on our website and please 
encourage others to do the same. If you would like 
to order some CETA action postcards to give to 
others so they can write to their MEPs, please email 
the office. 

Meeting our MEPs
All the Scottish MEPs are proving rather elusive when 
it comes to arranging meetings with them before 
the European parliament vote early next year. We’ll 
keep the pressure on them about this, but in the 
meaintime there may be other opportunities to 
meet them at events around Scotland that they are 
speaking at, and question them about CETA. There 
are two opportunities coming up that have been 
spotted by CETA activists:

SNP MEP Alyn Smith will be speaking at a public 
meeting in Kirkintilloch about Scotland’s place in 
Europe, and will take questions from the audience. 
Click here for more information.  

Catherine Stihler is the MEP speaking at the 
next ‘meet your MEP’ session at the European 
parliament office in Edinburgh on the morning of 
Friday18 November. We should really try to fill this 
meeting with Scotland Against TTIP members and 
supporters, so that she knows what an important 
issue CETA is to her constituents. The event is free, 
but you need to book on eventbrite here.  

Corporate rats love CETA: demonstration 
outside the SNP conference
Marking the beginning of the Europe-wide 
‘CETA week’ of action, Global Justice Glasgow 
organised a ‘Stop CETA’ demonstration outside 
the SNP conference. Featuring activists dressed as 
corporate rats with placards that read ‘I love CETA’ 
and a banner with demands for a ‘people’s trade 
deal’ that puts people before profits, the demo 
attracted a lot of interested SNP members coming 
to the SECC for their party’s conference, and 
between them participants shifted more than 500 
leaflets and had some interesting conversations. 
Trade justice activists from other parts of Scotland 
also joined the demo, and we got some great 
pictures that made a splash on social media, 
including an article in the online news service 
CommonSpace. Steve Rolfe, chair of Global Justice 

Glasgow, wrote an interesting blog post on the 
demonstration and the SNP’s position on CETA. 
Read it here.  

The photos from the demonstration can be 
downloaded or shared from here.  

Take Back Our World: freeing ourselves 
from the power of big business
Global Justice Now is working with the Radical 
Independence Campaign to organise a one day 
conference in Glasgow on Saturday 28 January 
with a great line-up of speakers.  The event will 
feature talks, workshops and debates on how 
corporations are capturing the government, the 
media and the global commons; how politicians 
are aiding this by promoting neoliberal trade 
deals and privatisation; but also how communities 
and campaigners from around the world are 
successfully fighting this takeover. ‘Take Back Our 
World: freeing ourselves from the power of big 
business’ will provide activists here in Scotland 
with the tools for tackling the corporate elite and 
bringing power back into the hands of the many, 
where it belongs. You can now buy tickets for the 
event here. Please also show your interest on our 
facebook event here, and share widely. We’ll be 
updating the publicity with names of speakers very 
soon.

Local TTIP groups across Scotland
Stop TTIP Aberdeen

Global Justice Ayrshire

Trade Justice Dundee (formerly Stop TTIP Dundee)

Just Trade Edinburgh (formerly Stop TTIP Edinburgh)

Global Justice Glasgow 

Stop TTIP-Highlands

St. Andrews TTIP Action Group

Stop TTIP Orkney (no facebook page)

Global Justice Now campaigns for a world where resources are controlled by the 
many, not the few, and works in solidarity with social movements to fight injustice. 
We used to be the World Development Movement.
Global Justice Now, Thorn House, 5 Rose Street Edinburgh EH2 2PR  
t: 0131 243 2730  e: thornhouse@globaljustice.org.uk  w: www.globaljustice.org.uk

Take action To find out how you can help tackle corporate power and become part of a 
movement for real change visit www.globaljustice.org.uk or call 0131 2432730.
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