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The 2016 Conference may prove to be a turning point 
for UNISON’s Retired Members.  It seemed much more 
positive than in recent years. Not so many speakers simply 
regurgitating policies and speeches from previous years. 
Because of that - and skillful compositing by the Standing 
Orders Committee - we almost completed the agenda.

Much more positive ...

Some of the happy smiling Scottish delegates following the Regional Group 
meeting on the Tuesday afternoon.

UNISON’s 
2016 National 
RM Conference
was held in Southport on 
4th/5th October.  There 
was over 500 delegates 
from all over the UK - with 
about 45 or so delegates 
from Scotland attending 
- and as usual we more 
than held our own during 
the various discussions.
Our initial reaction was that 
Conference was shaping 
up to be the same as in 
recent years.  We had the 
usual crowded agenda  
dealing with the same 
topics - and with little or 
no dissent.  More or less 
everyone in agreement 
with everyone else ...
However, it was much 
more positive and most 
delegates must have 
come away with positive 
vibes.   

Thanks all!
A big “thanks” and “well 
done” from us to everyone 
who participated on behalf 
of Scottish Region.

Special thanks to Regional 
RM Secretary Marie 
Macrae and Chair Sue 
Chalmers (above) who 
worked hard to keep us all 
on track.

Emergency motions - 
both submitted by the 
National RM Committee

Pensioners’ 
Bedroom Tax
This warned that changes 
in housing benefit for 
social housing due to be 
introduced in April 2018 
will result in senior citizens 
losing up to £1700 per 
year as their homes will 
be deemed to be ‘under-
occupied’. 
Agreed to work with 
the NEC to oppose the 
proposals and to include 
the issue on future 
UNISON campaigns.

Exiting the EU
This urged the NRMC to 
liaise with UNISON’s NEC 
and to provide an input to 
the Union’s EU Strategic 
Campaign Group to 
ensure that Retired 
Members interests are  
considered in Brexit 
discussions.
Concerns were raised on 
how restrictions on the 
free movement of EU 
workers will impact on 
Social Care.

Opinion was that Conference 
was “good” and better than 

recent years. There was a 
much-improved awareness 
of the need to keep the 
business moving.  
We didn’t get too many 
speakers intent on having 
their say at the microphone 
‘come hell or high water’ - 
and irrespective of the fact 

that they were  repeating what 
others had said before them.

Repetition still a problem
The agenda is still too repetitive. 
Too many motions restate 
existing policy.  We can solve 
that problem if we remove the 
narrow  “older persons issues 
only” restriction on agenda 
items.

Conference reports on page 2 & 3.



Bob Revie - Aberdeen

David Hannah - Highland

Alex Morrison - 
Lanarkshire Health

Conference motions

Many of the motions simply restated existing 
UNISON policy - for example  on the Health and 
Social Care Crisis, Pensions, Elderly Carers and 
Retirement Housing.  

Street Safety
A motion “Walking 
for Pensioners” from 
Lancashire endorsed 
walking as a major 
health benefit for 
senior citizens.
It called for safety 
improvements to the 
street environment 
- including better 
maintenance of 
pavements, removal of 
barriers such as street 
furniture and overgrown 
vegetation.
It urged enforcement of 
laws related to parking 
on pavements and use 
of cycles

Other significant approved 
issues or motions where Scottish 
Region had an interest or an 
input were ...   

Scottish Speakers
Bob Revie, David 
Hannah and Alex 
Morrison (all shown on 
the far left) spoke well 
on other motions on 
behalf of the Scottish RM 
Committee.
Rose Jackson from the 
Edinburgh City Branch 

represents the 
Scottish Region 
on the National 
RM Committee.  
She spoke for 
the Committee 
on a couple of  
motions.

Equal Rights over 
Inheritance
This called for the inheritance 
rights of cohabiting couples to 
be placed on the same basis as 
married couples and those in civil 
partnerships.
Several accounts were given 
to the Conference of senior 
citizens who had lived together 
for many years facing financial 
discrimination on the death of 
their partners.
Government Control of 
Pension Funds
This motion drew delegates’ 
attention to not so well-
publicised Government 
proposals to use public sector 
pension funds to invest in 
infrastructure projects. 
The plan requires no consent 
from pensioners on which 
projects their funds were being 
invested in.  They could include 
controversial nuclear power 
or defence-related or white 

elephant projects. It also poses 
the risk that pension funds could 
be run down and not able to meet 
ongoing liabilities.
Support in Power Cuts
Conference welcomed the initiative 
of several power companies in 
setting up a priority register of 
vulnerable individuals who would 
require extra support during 
power cuts. All utility providers 
were urged to take similar action.

Taxing State Pensions
This pointed out that due to a 
lack of joined-up Government 
thinking there is no automatic 
notification to HMRC to adjust 
tax codes when an individual 
qualifies for the state pension! 
Individual pensioners must notify 
HMRC when they start to receive 
the state pension.  If not and the 
individual has another pension or 
other income, they can run up a 
big tax bill on their state pension 
before the HMRC catches up.

Sorry for the fifty shades of grey ...  Apologies that some of the photos are not too good. 
We were not allowed to use flash photography in the Conference hall and the spotlighting did not pick out the speaker 

at the delegates’ mike.  We’ve tried to adjust the photos but the speakers are still a bit ‘grey’. Sorry folks!

Media portrayal of 
Older People
This  criticized negative 
publicity and demeaning 
images of older people 
put out consistently by the 
mass media in the UK which 
tended to set up barriers 
between young people and 
pensioners. 
Conference agreed to urge 
UNISON, other Unions and 
individuals to counter such 
negative images at every 
opportunity.
Speakers objected to the idea 
that senior citizens contribute 
nothing to society. 
l  Research shows that UK 

pensioners pay more than 
£50 billion in taxes each 
year

l  Almost 1.5 million senior 
citizens provide unpaid care 
to another person saving the 
State up to £25 billion per 
year

l  30% of people aged 65-74 
and nearly 20% of those over 
75 participate in voluntary or 
community activities

End of Life Dignity
This was a repeat of the policy put up by Scotland in 2009 and 
approved again in 2014.  It called for a campaign to change 
the law to give older people the choice to end their lives with 
medical assistance, provided strict safeguards were in place to 
protect vulnerable individuals.
Importantly, it was carried by a larger majority  this time - about 3 votes 
to one. The Silver Voices Organisation surveyed its members on the 
subject in 2015 and got a similar majority in favour of assisted dying. 



Mama Mia! ... the Scots are 
out on the town!
Someone suggested to Scottish Secretary Marie Macrae 
that it might be a good idea to arrange a ‘conference meal’ 
for the Scots. 
As an ex-Community Worker, Marie didn’t take much 
coaxing and in no time she and Rose Jackson arranged 
the event for Wednesday evening at the “Mama Mia” 
Restaurant. 
Not all delegates could attend as some had previous 
arrangements - but about half took up the offer and had a 
‘jolly good evening”.
Thanks to Marie and Rose for their efforts!

Are Retired members not ‘Citizens’?
A major bone of contention in recent RM Conferences 
has been the obstinate insistence that items under 
discussion should relate pretty entirely to matters 
affecting older people.  Issues which touch on other 
sections of Society are regarded as “Citizenship 
matters” ... and we are not allowed to discuss them.
According to Ralph Murray (below),  Chair of the 
Conference Standing Orders Committee, we have to stick 
to Pensions ... Bus passes ...and old folks’ things.  We 
musn’t comment on such as Education - despite the fact 
that most of us have grandchildren who will be affected 

by changes to Education policies.  Cuts in local 
services are a bit of a ‘no go’ for discussion as, for 
UNISON has decreed that it’s not just older people 
who use Libraries, Swimming Pools and the like ... 
If we are to play our ‘valuable part in the Union’s 
affairs’ as they keep telling us, then we have to 
change this stupid ruling.  Otherwise, they should 

wheel us out to the promenade - give us 
a wee cup of tea and leave us to fume 
in silence!!

Where do we go from here?
It’s important that our involvement is not 
just a once a year thing. Many of the 
points highlighted at Conference need to 
be picked up back at Branch level.  Come 
on then, let’s be having you ....

Well done 
Mr President
We must comment on the 
role of the Conference 
Chair - UNISON’s National 
President Eric Roberts (above).

Eric was appointed UNISON 
President at the National Conference 
in June.  The RM Conference is first 
in the Union’s calendar and as such 
is first to be chaired by the new 
President

He had a relaxed attitude and a 
keen sense of humour, even when  
things got into a bit of a fankle.  On 
the very odd occasion when he got 
things wrong, he acknowledged 
his mistakes and quickly got things 
moving on.

If Eric handles the other Conferences 
and attendant presidential duties 
in the same way as he handled us 
he’ll have no problems.  He’ll make 
a much better job of the UNISON 
Presidency than Donald Trump 
might make of the USA version.

Well done Eric - and thanks from 
Scotland!

Bydd cynhadledd y flwyddyn nesaf yn 
cael yn Llandudno
The 2017 Retired Members Conference will be 
held on 10th and 11th October at Llandudno in 
North Wales.  
It’s vital that you plan ahead for it.  
Don’t wait until the last minute. Some branches 
have already booked hotels.  You can book with 
a cancellation option if circumstances change.
Most of  all make sure you keep on top of the 
Conference registration.  We get examples 
every year of Branches who don’t get their 
registration in on time.  Remember, it’s all done 
on line.
UNISON HQ has strict deadlines in respect 
of registration and if you miss them there’s 
nothing we can do  to help you! 
By the way, you might 
also want start learning 
to speak Welsh ... 
Alternatively - you 
could arrange to tag on 
to the delegates from 
the Western Isles

Thanks to Dumfries and 
Galloway LG Branch  ...
Special thanks to Dumfries & Galloway 
Local Government Branch for producing 
the Handbook for Scottish Delegates 
and to Liam 
Chalmers for 
putting it all 
together.  



Make sure you are in the loop
If you are a Retired Members activist, can we 
again emphasise the need for you to let your main 
Branch Secretary know to pass on information 
to the Retired Members Section.  Too many 
things - e.g. Conference registration papers 
- fall by the wayside 
simply through lack of 
communication.

Bien fait et “Merci” 
Monsieur Bob ...
Those of you who’ve been involved 
with the Scottish Retired Members 
for some years will be delighted to 
learn that former UNISON activist 
Bob Miller, was awarded the Legion 
D’Honour this year, at the age of 96, 
for his services during the war!
Bob has organised the Scottish Retired 
Members Bowling Competition at the 
Kingskettle Bowling club in Fife for 
more years than can be remembered. 

Christine 
Russell
We note with sadness 
the death of long-
time Scottish Retired 
Members activists 
Christine Russell.  
Christine from East 
Lothian served as a 
valuable member of 
the Scottish Retired 
Members Committee 
over a number of years 
and only gave up her 
involvement in 2016.
Our sincere thoughts go 
to Christine’s family.

2016 
Scottish Retired Members 

Annual Bowling 
Competition 

This year he handed over the 
reins to Barbara Ashcroft and 
she made sure Bob’s good 
work was not in vain.
As shown in the photo above 
Barbara continued where Bob 
had left off and arranged the 

weather ...   
It was a brilliant day in the Kingdom.  
12 teams competed for top spot as 
their supporters basked in the Fife sun.
With 6 lanes in action, it was a busy 
afternoon. Anna Ferrol from Ayshire 
& Arran Health took the honours, 
with Gordon Powrie from East 
Renfrewshire in the runner-up slot. 
Incidently, Gordon was the only male 
competitor.
Well done everyone and thanks to 
Barbara for all her hard work.

Mixed reaction to the 
Conference workshops ...
The Tuesday afternoon at Conference was taken 
up with Workshops, Regional Group meetings 
and Caucus meetings.   
The workshops covered ...

l  “Transport - The Buses Bill”
l  “Pensions”
l  “Fighting Against Dementia” and
l  A session for new delegates.

Reports suggest that they were “mildly interesting” 
but general reaction was that the time could maybe 
have been better spent.

Panel debate - Running alongside the 
workshops was a ‘panel debate’ on “How can 
we solve the funding crisis in social care for 
older people?”.  It wasn’t a debate - and it wasn’t 
interesting.  
Three speakers covered separate aspects of the 
funding crisis.  Two didn’t seem to understand that 
Care for the Elderly is a devolved function in Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. The third used her time for 
a sales pitch for the National Pensioners Convention
The Scottish Retired Members Committee has 
suggested that the time for workshops could be 
better used in future  - principally to allow more time 
to be allocated to the Conference Agenda. 

The 2017
SCOTTISH Retired 

Members Conference
Will be held on 

Wed. 29th March 2017 

Venue  -  STUC Offices 
333 Woodlands Rd. Glasgow

Full details and Delegate nomination forms 
will be sent out to branches nearer the time 
Put the date in your diary NOW!

MAC Senior is produced and published by UNISON’s Scottish Retired Members Committee.
Contact RM Secretary, Marie Macrae (mariem2248@googlemail.com) if you have any questions or comments.
We are more than happy to receive contributions from readers ....

Anna Ferrol Gordon Powrie


